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Kings Road House

Kings Road House can be seen as a series of planes 
that form an array of different possible spaces. The dia-
gram to the left displays only some of the possible in-
terpretations of this home. 

Largely inspired by a camping trip to Yosemite, Schin-
dler reduced each inhabitants studio down to the most 
fundamental components; open front, protected back, 
roof,  and fire. This was achieved with sliding windows 
that exposed an entire wall of each studio to an outdoor 
courtyard, heated by a personal fireplace.

On the main floor are four studio spaces. All exhibiting 
three solid walls, an open front, protected roof, as well 
as a hearth. The design beautifully encompasses the 
essentials of a home and human need with minimalism. 

Concept
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Sectional5

Kings Road House exempli-
�es extrordainary usage of 
space through overlapping 
spaces, unde�ned spaces 
and minimalism. 

Diagramed to the left are 
some of the key elements of 
the Kings Road House and 
their e�ects on how the 
house is experienced. 

Focual points such as �re 
places act as anchors to the 
very ambigious �oor plan. 
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Site Analysis

SQUIRREL
CROW
GREAT HORN OWL
BALSAM POPLAR
ASPEN TREE

WHTE TAIL JACK RABBIT
WHITE TAIL DEER
COYOTE 
ROUGH FESCUE 
THISSLE

BLACK BILLED MAGPIE
HOUSE SPARROW
BUBBLE BEE
BUFFALOBERRY PLANT
CHOKEBERRY PLANT

2.0 MICROSYSTEM

BIRCH TREE
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SAVIN JUPITER

WHITE SPRUCE

GRASS

WILD GOOSEBERRY

1.0 VEGETATION



3.0 SOLAR PATHS

4.0 DRAINAGE

5.0 SUMMER SUNSPOTS

5.0 WINTER SUNSPOTS

6.0 TOPOGRAPHICAL MAP
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+/-  1070

MA JOR FLOW
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The given site has a 
very dynamic range 
of solar radiation, 
given the nothern 
latitude of Calgary. 
The sun path, as well 
as sun angle change 
rather dramatically 
from summer sol-
stice to winter sol-
stice. The diagram to 
the left illustrates 
these changes

Topography has 
many distinct roles 
on the given site. In 
the Instance of 
Drainage, the eleva-
tion profile funnels 
the majority of  pre-
cipitation close to 
the center for the 
field relatively flatten 
out and disperses 
the water.

Foilage is another 
spect which plays a 
distinct role on any 
site. Around noon on 
summer solstice the 
foilage casts long 
shadows, as well, the 
foilage allows certain 
flows of wind 
through, while 
blocking out other. 
These various solar 
attributes along with 
thier effect on foilage 
create certain micro-
cimlates where we 
find hot spots 

Noon during winter 
solstice cast much 
shorter shadows on 
site. As wind tends to 
blow from the NW, 
wind patterns that 
we see are a start 
contrast from 
summer time flows. 
The solar attributes 
here create two dif-
ferent hot spots from 
the ones we see 
during winter

The topography of the site is rather dynamic. the eleva-
tion profile has high points on both the easter and west-
ern boarder. With relatively gradual drop from north to 
south towards the bow river. The vegetation is rather 
start in its boundaries with trees being found on the 
boarders, bushes and plants as an intermediate space, 
and grasss located centrally



Wind as a Wave

Intent

The intent was to allow users of this site to experi-
ence wind in a visual form. To experience wind as a 
wave. Wind is a such a prominent player on this site, 
year round. It leaves traces of its presence by sculpt-
ing the grass fields in the summertime, and the 
snow dunes in the wintertime. Wind has many con-
notations of being unforgiving and inhospitable. This 
platform is to challenge these commonly held ideas 
of wind. 

Critical Position
This platform was inspired by a chunck from the 
King Road House. The chunk that was taken is an L 
shaped beam from the sleeping quarters. Due to its 
minimalist structure the chunk wasn’t modified in 
terms of form. This piece of the Kings Road House is 
fitting to this platform as the beams give the user 
control of the elements. A user is able to raise a 
canvas to protect themselves from the wind, or take 
it down to allow a breeze to pass. By repurposing 
these beams, we are able to give wind a canvas to 
create form. 



Form
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Through previous research, Iocation was determined to expose the platform to 
the most wind.  As well, this position was ideal for visibility from other key view-
points on the site. 

The design of the platform was made to increase the surface area for the wind to 
interact with, as well as, represent the non-linear forms that wind can take. 

The longer surface is parallel to the dominant direction of North Western winds. 
The supporting structure is hidden behind the main piece of the platform, how-
ever, its slender shape is still visible as a nod to the platforms initial inspiration

 Design





Rufous HummingbirdAlvin & Marc
Garrison House was designed for two 
clients, Alvin Garrison & Marc Wood. 
Alvin has been diagnosed with Ear-
ly-Onset Parkinson's Disease. Alvin is 
a textile artists, while marc is a textile 
worker. They’ve moved in together to 
nourish a creative cooperative, as 
well as, support each other through 

Alvin’s long journey ahead.

The Rufous Hummingbird is a migra-
tory & territorial bird. They tend to be 
seen in Calgary from May until Sep-
tember. The Hummingbird typically 
nests in conifers & feeds on nectar & 
insects. Due to its territorial nature, a 
Rufous is likely to stay within a small 
area once it nests. Making it a regular 

visitor in the summer months.

Site Location
The  location of the house is just south of the 
site. This allows for the maximum utilization of 
the transition between development to nature.  
With many trees being near by the house and 
even passing the house, this site was an ideal 
location for our house. It allows a seemless 
blend of human use and natural use without 
increasing our footprint or causing damage to 
the environment. 

Garrison House
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House Profile
The floor plan of Garrison House emphasizes the ambiguity of space. 
Ultimately, most spaces aren’t fully defined by permanent walls, allow-
ing for a fluid dynamic. With this as the foundatoin of the building, the 
possibilities are endless. The house is able to maximize Calgary Chi-
nooks, our long sunny days, as well as, displace ourselves from the ele-
ments. It’s geometric design allows for the emphasis of it’s evolving 
shapes and their respective uses. 
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Tectonic Section

The tectonic section illustrates the 
houses mechnisms at play. It is 
these behind-the-scene forces that 
allow the house to come to life. 



Garrison House is fitted with strategic moving 
panels that each serve a function. With such a 
dynamic circumstances such as the rapid 
changing weather of Calgary, presence of 
fauna, and the steady progression of Parkin-
son's’ Disease, the house is well suited to adapt 
to change.

Moving Planes
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Thank You.


